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the NATURE of Gambier
JULIA WALDOW
ART DIRECTOR

JESS KUSHER | COLLEGIAN

Assistant Professor of Biology Chris Bickford
created a new challenge for his conservation biology class while they were in the field last year:
Find the near-threatened pileated woodpecker.
Splitting into small groups, the class dispersed,
keeping eye and ear out for the red-headed, blackbodied, foot-tall birds known for their shrieking,
whining calls. Suddenly, one appeared. Then another. The students, excited, snapped pictures for
their peers and their professor.
“They’re not diminutive creatures,” Bickford
said. “Once you see one, you’ll see them with
pretty great frequency.”
Birdwatchers may have more difficulty spotting the pileated woodpecker now. This July, the
College removed 50 ash trees infected with the
emerald ash borer — a beetle species favored
by the birds — because they were becoming increasingly brittle and likely to collapse. Though
the birds can find other food and shelter in forests surrounding Kenyon, the trees’ destruction
has prompted an investigation into refining the
campus’s long-term forest management plan.
The College began evaluating the ash trees
earlier this year, concerned about their worsening condition. Like other ash trees throughout
Ohio, those on campus were suffering from
borers creating intricate galleries under tree
bark that disrupt the flow of nutrients and water through the tree. This disruption can make
the tree “starve to death,” according to Grounds
Manager Steven Vaden.
The College initially considered using pesticides to kill the borers and save the trees, but Vaden said the costs of insecticide — as well as its
impact on the environment — could create more
problems than solutions.

“Given how many trees we had, it wasn’t economically feasible to try to treat every tree on
campus,” he said. “When the trees reach a point
where you’re starting to see damage, it’s too late.”
Instead, the College is exploring options to
replace the ash trees with maple or oak trees.
The remaining ash trees that have managed to
escape the borers could also help propagate a resistant tree with the aid of an outside nursery or
Ohio State University’s extension services.
“Unfortunately, it looks like ash trees might
just be a species that can’t live in Ohio with the
ash borer,” Environmental Campus Organization (ECO) Co-President Erin Keleske ’18 said.
“It’s one or the other. It’s never going to work.”

“

We’re looking at
a major shift in
these eastern deciduous
forests ... We’re going to
have to deal with the consequences.
Assistant Professor of Biology
Chris Bickford
In addition to exploring alternative treeplanting options, the College has used the ash
trees’ destruction as a jumping-off point for improving local forest management.
This semester, the Office of Development
will partner with a tree advisory committee to
develop a fund channeling specified alumni
funds into tree-planting projects. The committee is required for Kenyon to maintain its Tree
Campus USA status (a title recognizing college
campuses that effectively manage trees), and it
gathers multiple times per year to discuss the
College’s environmental policies.
Under the fund, groundworkers at Kenyon
could identify areas on campus where old trees
would likely be destroyed in the next few years.
Then, they could plant a sapling nearby so that
when an old tree was removed, a new plant

Vol. CXLIV, No. 2
would have already taken its place.
This new policy would accomplish the initiatives proposed in a letter penned to President
Sean Decatur this summer responding to the
ash trees’ destruction. At the time, the College
did not have a plan in place to plant trees prematurely. The letter, which included signatures
from 244 students, staff and professors, expressed support for a plan of this type.
“We understand that the college policy of replacing a lost tree with a similar sapling would
be considered eminently reasonable in most
places and during most times,” the letter reads.
“That being said, Kenyon is not ‘most places’ and
the timing to invest in our future environment is
truly pivotal.”
“As students, environmentalists and treelovers on campus, we want to see that each tree
needing to be taken down isn’t replaced by one
sapling, but is replaced by several healthy trees
that have been growing for years,” said Matt
Meyers ’17, a signer of the letter and member of
ECO and the tree advisory committee.
The College maintains a policy for replacing
trees that are removed or lost to weather events,
according to Heithaus, and maintenance services have a budget for caring for sick trees or for
trimming trees. Funds to proactively plant trees
ahead of loss are not currently in the budget.
The tree-advisory committee will explore
crafting this new budget at its next meeting this
month. Options for receiving money include
creating a new fund or carving out a piece of the
existing Green Giving Fund, which channels
money toward sustainable campus programs.
In the meantime, the pileated woodpecker
— and its recently removed trees — will continue to serve as a reminder of the transformations
not just to the ash tree family, but also to Kenyon’s greater environmental landscape.
“We’re looking at a major shift in these eastern deciduous forests,” Bickford said. “This is a
major event, and one that is human-caused. We
introduced [the borer], and now we’re going to
have to deal with the consequences.”

Class of 2020: By the numbers After delays, work persists
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NEWS EDITOR

17.5%

early-decision
students
Students of Color

495
new
students

40

states
represented
MARY LAUREN MILLER AND JULIA WALDOW | COLLEGIAN

When students arrived on campus
this year, they did not see the Village
they remembered. Instead, an orange
construction fence bordered parts of
Middle Path and there was a hole in
the ground where the Black Box Theater used to be.
This summer, the College ran into
a number of delays with Middle Path,

the demolition of the Black Box and
the subsequent construction of the
new Village Market and Middle Path
over the summer, according to Chief
Business Officer Mark Kohlman. The
new student theatre also experienced
delays.
“It’s been a mixed bag for projects
this summer,” President Sean Decatur said.
The final step of Middle page 4

5.5%

International

4.7%

Dual Citizenship

Top 5 States
Ohio • California
New York • Illinois
• Pennsylvania
The College ran into various delays with Middle Path construction. | Jess Kusher
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Village Record
Aug. 11 - Aug. 30
Aug. 11 — Illegal substance, paraphernalia and unopened beer cans
found in student residence. Alcohol disposed of. Substance and paraphernalia tested positive for marijuana. Items turned over to the Knox County
Sheriff ’s Office.
Aug. 21 — Alcohol found in student residence. Alcohol disposed of.
Aug. 27 — Underage student admitted to alcohol intake.

STAFF EDITORIAL

On the new Village Record
If you are like most students at Kenyon, you picked up a copy of the Collegian and immediately flipped to this page, eager for the latest edition of the notorious weekly log that is the
Village Record.
You were likely surprised to see the list of just three entries. We, too, were surprised when
we asked Campus Safety for the incident log we use to compile the Village Record and were
informed the VR would now only include incidents the Clery Act required the College to
report (such as sexual assault, hate crimes and vandalism). Furthermore, there would be no
more narratives. In the first version Safety sent us, incidents were reduced to “alcohol violation” or “drug violation,” and nothing more.
Our editors met with members of senior staff attempting to understand why the logs we’ve
accessed for 20 years were suddenly so sparse. Meredith Harper Bonham ’94, vice president
of student affairs, said there were concerns the VR betrayed student anonymity. When we
asked President Sean Decatur more broadly about the issue of transparency at Kenyon, he
mentioned fears of litigation if identities somehow became exposed.
Though these concerns are valid, we were unconvinced. The Village Record is more than
just a snapshot of weekend antics. It is an honest transcript of student violations, vandalism
and violence. The VR is not the idyllic version of Kenyon in admissions pamphlets — it is an
unpolished look at student life, a perspective students want and deserve to see.
After multiple discussions with senior staffers, we were happy to discover, as we were
producing this issue Wednesday night, that the College conceded. The VR log now includes
more detailed narratives, unlike that first version, though locations are still vague and fewer
incidents will be publicized. Administrative transparency is a constant point of contention.
Students must hold the College accountable when we are denied information — the Village
Record may never be the same, but we’re glad that Kenyon is at least listening.

Kenyon Republicans decline
to endorse Donald Trump
INDIA AMOS
STAFF WRITER

Earlier this month, the Harvard Republican Club, the oldest college Republican organization in the country,
declined to endorse Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in the
upcoming presidential election, according to The Harvard Crimson. Kenyon
Republicans made the same decision
this week.
Kenyon Republicans sent an online
poll to all students via student-info. The
poll asked individuals to vote on whether or not they wanted the club to endorse
Trump.
The club’s president, Brooks Alderman ’18, announced the decision in
another student-info from the Kenyon
Republicans account. He wrote the club
had decided by “an overwhelming majority” not to endorse the official Republican Party’s presidential nominee. Only
30 percent of responders voted to support Trump.
Alderman said he did not want to be
the sole voice for other Republicans on
campus. “I thought it would be wrong
to sort of impose that decision on the
group,” Alderman said. If an individual
participated in the poll, they automatically agreed to join the Kenyon Republicans’ email distribution list, according
to Alderman. In past semesters, Alderman said the club’s distribution list
hovered around 20 members. Nearly 80

students participated in the poll, so he
believes there are now about 90 members.
Unlike Harvard’s group, the Kenyon Republicans will not help coordinate with members who are interested
in assisting the Trump campaign. These
students have several options, according to Alderman. “They can [support]
independently,” Alderman said. “They
can reach out to Trump’s campaign. Or
they can make their own organization.
There’s nothing stopping them from doing that. But the Kenyon Republicans,
as a group, will be purely focusing on
non-presidential races.”
“I was supportive of Trump,” Lucas
Mukai ’19, a member of the Kenyon Republicans said. “I was a bit disappointed in [the Kenyon Republicans].” He
said his reason for disappointment in
the club’s decision was because Trump
signed the GOP’s Loyalty Pledge that
every candidate would endorse the
eventual Republican nominee, and that
many former candidates have reneged
on their pledge.
Mukai said he would remain in the
Kenyon Republicans due to the other
candidates for office the club may support.
Kenyon and Harvard are not alone
in refusing to support Trump. Similar
clubs at the University of Notre Dame,
Pennsylvania State University and the
University of Connecticut have made
the same decisions.

College evaluates Clery Act compliance with audit
GABRIELLE HEALY
NEWS EDITOR

The College is undergoing an
audit of campus compliance to the
Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus
Security Policy and Campus Crime
Statistics. One of the Act’s mandates
is that colleges receiving federal funding must publicly share information
and collect data about crime in and
around campus.
The Clery Act requires colleges to
take specific actions like publicly releasing an annual security report, issuing “timely warnings” and “emergency notifications” if there is a threat
to campus safety and providing sufficient support to survivors and respon-

dents of sexual misconduct. Federal
penalties for non-compliance begin at
$35,000 per violation.
The audit was not prompted by
any specific concerns about noncompliance, according to President Sean
Decatur, but by a motivation to be one
step ahead of the Clery Act’s evolving expectations. The College revised
its Clery report in 2014 after failing to
include some incidents of sexual misconduct due to a miscommunication.
Decatur anticipated the College
will need to add staffing in the future
specifically dedicated to Clery-related
responsibilities.
To conduct the audit, the College is working with the firm Margolis Healy, based in Burlington, V.T.,

which specializes in campus safety,
security and regulatory compliance.
Kenyon previously hired the company in 2015 to assist in data collection for Clery reports. Administrators
cited Michael N. Webster, the firm’s
Director for Regulatory Compliance,
as a prominent figure in Kenyon’s auditing process.
Webster could not be immediatly
reached for comment.
The audit began at the time of the
April 2015 hiring of Andrea Goldblum, Kenyon’s former Civil Rights
and Title IX coordinator, according to
Vice President of Student Affairs Meredith Harper Bonham ’94. Goldblum
worked on the College’s compliance
to the Clery Act and brought in Web-

ster to help in the process. (Goldblum
formerly worked as Manager of Regulatory Compliance at Margolis Healy,
and has served as an Associate at the
company since spring 2015, according
to her LinkedIn page.)
Goldblum resigned her position at
Kenyon last spring, citing her wish to
continue her work at a larger institution.
As the College’s current Civil
Rights and Title IX coordinator, Samantha Hughes is also involved in the
process of evaluating Clery Act compliance.
“We don’t have anything solidified,” Hughes said when asked about
plans to create a campus committee
to discuss Clery Act compliance. “I

know we definitely talked about trying to utilize elected student positions
that might make sense.”
The federal act was named after
Jeanne Clery, a female student who
was sexually assaulted and murdered
at Lehigh University in 1986. In the
wake of her death, her family successfully won a lawsuit against Lehigh.
The family claimed they would not
have sent their daughter to the university had they known the levels of
crime on campus. The Clery Act became law in 1990.
The audit of the College’s compliance to the Clery Act is separate from
the Title IX audit currently being conducted by lawyer and consultant Rebecca Veidlinger.
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With no small party registration, new policy is foggy
Students and administrators struggle to understand and enforce new guidelines.
Hooper, Director of Campus
Safety, to decide on policy updates. Clark said the responsAfter last weekend saw the es of CAs and Safety Officers
new small gathering policy in concerning the policy varied
action, students are expressing greatly. “[This] is very unsafe
confusion about what exactly with the new policy,” Clark
the updated policy mandates.
said. “It seems everyone’s conThe “small gathering poli- fused.”
cy” contains new changes anKane also acknowledged
nounced over the summer, widespread confusion, and said
most notably that the College she had already discussed the
no longer
new
policy
requires
with a group
Different
students
of adminisgroups have
to
registrators after
ter smaller different ideas of what it last weekend.
gatherings
Claire Tois — so what is it?
in
their
masi ’17 missresidential
es the old
Claire Tomasi ’17
spaces. Due
party policy.
to a perShe is puzzled
cieved lack of communication over how many people she can
from administrators about the host at a party, with small parrecent changes, some students ties no longer requiring regisare now unsure how to best tration.
avoid documentation for viola“Nobody
really
knows
tions.
what’s going on,” Tomasi said,
Student Council President referring to the changes in polPhillip Gray Clark ’17 said he icy. “Different groups have difwas disappointed with the new ferent ideas of what it is — so
policy’s implementation.
what is it?”
“I feel that there was a lack
Director of Housing and
of clarity from the Office of Residential Life Jill Engel-HellStudent Engagement and the man said the removal of the
Office of Housing and Residen- small-party registration policy
tial Life to the people enforcing will diminish confusion over
this new policy,” he said. Clark general party policies. She addwas one of several students that ed that the layers of party polijoined Laura Kane, director of cy had caused Housing and Restudent engagment, and Bob sLife to lose sight of why they
GABRIELLE HEALY
NEWS EDITOR

“
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had originally created the registration requirement.
The new guidelines for student parties were distributed
to Community Advisors (CAs),
and two “social” party host
trainings have already taken
place. Training reviewed basic rules for hosting parties on
campus and discussed the capacity of rooms and bystander intervention. Students can
find their room capacity on the

Campus Safety officer placed on
leave after criminal charges
VICTORIA UNGVARSKY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Campus Safety Officer
Donald Keeling was indicted
for two counts of gross sexual
imposition, according to the
Mount Vernon News crime
log, published Aug. 17 online.
Keeling has been on leave
since the charges were filed.
Gross sexual imposition,
as stated in the Ohio Revised
Code, covers issues of consent
in sexual encounters. The
Mount Vernon News classified the counts against Keeling as potential third-degree
felonies.
Incidents of gross sexual
imposition are considered
third-degree felony charges
when those involved are “less
than 13 years of age, whether or not the offender knows
the age of that person” or
when an individual touches
the genitalia of an individual younger than 12 years old
“with an intent to abuse, humiliate, harass, degrade or
arouse or gratify the sexual

desire of any person.”
An offense report filed
April 19 by Knox County Detective Sergeant Danial Bobo
originally labeled the offense
as “Rape - victim < 13 nonforcible.” The indictment later defined the case as gross
sexual imposition.
The report also listed three
victims, although all identifying details were redacted.
Knox County Sheriff David
Shaffer indicated that some
redactions were due to the involvement of at least one juvenile.
Richland County Child
Protection Services worker
Julie Eldridge on Feb. 5 contacted Bobo regarding “sex
abuse that occurred in Knox
county,” according to the offense report.
“Ms. Eldridge provided me
with documentation from the
victim’s interview at Nationwide Children’s Hospital,”
Bobo wrote in the report, referencing a pediatric hospital
in Columbus, Ohio.
The report specifies that

the alleged incident occurred
at Keeling’s home in Centerburg, Ohio.
Keeling’s criminal arraignment occurred on Aug.
12, according to the Knox
County Court of Common
Pleas, and his criminal jury
trial is scheduled for Nov. 1.
Director of Human Resources Jennifer Cabral declined to comment on any
individual employee circumstances.
She directed the Collegian
to the Staff Handbook, which
lists, “Any act of harassment,
sexual, racial or other; telling
sexist or racial-type jokes;
making racial or ethnic slurs”
as “unacceptable activity.”
The Handbook states that
this behavior “may result in
immediate dismissal without
warning.”
“As soon as we knew about
the charges we put him on
leave,” Campus Safety Director Bob Hooper wrote in an
email to the Collegian.
He declined to comment
further.

Kenyon website by taking the
square footage of their residential area, dividing that number
by 20 and then rounding down.
Engel-Hellman
believes
omitting the registration policy exposes students to more realistic life situations. “If you’re
the host, you’re responsible for
what happens,” she said.
In terms of clearing up the
confusion, Clark said he was
awaiting an email from Kane

and Engel-Hellman with clear
expectations and their plans
for implementing and enforcing the new policy. Clark also
hopes CAs and Campus Safety
will receive more guidance on
how they are expected to monitor parties. “They can’t do their
job if they’re not being told
what they’re supposed to do,”
he said.
Amy Schatz also contributed
reporting.

New local shuttle loop
Purple Line will stop at Buckeye.
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Wondering how students are
going to get to their film classes
at the Buckeye Candy Building?
Kenyon’s answer is the Purple
Line, an updated shuttle service
in partnership with Knox Area
Transit (KAT).
The new Purple Line will run
on a set schedule and will only
stop at predetermined locations
in Gambier and Mount Vernon that are popular with Kenyon students, such as Kroger,
Walmart and the Premiere
Theatre 7 movie theater on Upper Gilchrist Road. Previously,
students could travel to Mount
Vernon on the KAT shuttle, and
they requested their destination
and approximate time of pick
up.
Kenyon launched a pilot program for the Purple Line over
the summer, and the new shuttle was officially announced on
Aug. 26 via student- and employee-info emails sent by Chief
Business Officer Mark Kohlman.
The service is funded by the
Business and Finance Commit-

tee and the College, which allows students to ride the shuttle
for free. Community members
can also ride the Purple Line for
$1.
To reach additional locations
not served by the Purple Line,
riders can transfer to other shuttles offered by KAT. They will
have to transfer back to the Purple Line to return to Gambier,
according to Kohlman.
Riders can hop on at the shuttle stop adjacent to the bookstore, or at the Kenyon Athletic
Center, the Gambier Community Center or the Brown Family
Environmental Center.
The Shuttle will run every hour on the hour, Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 10
p.m. and Saturday from 2 p.m. to
10 p.m.
One of the Purple Line’s main
functions will be transporting
students to the Buckeye Building in Mount Vernon.
The Buckeye Building is currently scheduled to open for
classes next semester. It will host
elements of the film department,
including classroom space, editing bays and a studio.
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Incorrect pipe marking delays completion of new theater
Decatur “disappointed” that construction was incomplete before students’ campus arrival.
Continued from Page 1

sod and plant new trees along
the path. Students can expect
to walk on Middle Path again
Path’s remodeling job stalled by the end of September, both
for two weeks when an oppor- Martin and Kohlman said.
“As soon as we have enough
tunity arose to repair and replace parts of Gambier’s storm time for the path material
water system. Construction to cure, we’ll open it all up,”
remained on hold as the Col- Kohlman said. If students
lege sought approval from the walk on Middle Path before
Village Council to implement it’s done curing, they could
the new changes, according to delay the reopening by a few
more weeks.
Kohlman.
DecaDelays
At the moment, tur said he
to the Black
it’s not great.
was
“disBox’s demoThe
annoying
part is hav- appointed”
lition imthat
conpeded the ing to take the detour
struction
new
Vil- around the Gates of Hell.
was
still
lage Market
unfinished
construcJack Murphy ’18
when new
tion, part
Kenyon stuof Kenyon’s
$18 million Village of Gam- dents moved in.
bier Revitalization ConstrucKenyon’s president is not
tion, resulted from problems alone: Some students are frusin obtaining a state permit, trated that Middle Path is still
and did not stem from any is- not open. “At the moment it’s
sues with the College’s plans not great,” said Jack Murphy
for construction. The Middle ’18, who expected the conPath portion of the project struction would be completwill cost $2.3 million. Con- ed by the end of the summer.
struction for the new Black “The annoying part is having
Box was also prolonged due to to take the detour around the
Columbia Gas of Ohio incor- Gates of Hell.”
rectly marking the location of
Despite the grumblings
pipes at the site.
around campus, not all reacLast Friday, Edgar Martin tions have been negative.
’17, student chair of the Build“You can tell it’s going to
ings and Grounds Commit- be something great,” Allison
tee, predicted renovations to Tignor ’20 said. “From all the
Middle Path would be com- construction I’ve seen, it’s gopleted by Sept. 1. This week, ing to turn out to be really
construction crews will lay beautiful.”

“

Student Elise Tran ’19 walks pastthe Middle Path construction. | Jess Kusher

As for the new student theater space replacing the Black
Box ― currently under construction next to the Craft
Center ― students will have to
wait a little longer before they
can perform there. Director
of Student Engagement Laura
Kane and Assistant Director
of Student Engagement Kim
Blank are working to find a
temporary substitute for the
Black Box. Blank anticipates

the new theater will open by
November.
Natalie Kane ’18 said she
wished the College gave students a more timely notice before tearing down the Black
Box. She is directing a production of Betrayal for Brave Potato, a student theatre group.
“It was definitely a little inconvenient and a little sudden
when it was announced,” Kane
said. “But we’ve heard it’s sup-

posed to be done in November
… so, you know, in the great
scheme of things, that’s not
that much time that we’ll be
without a performance space.”
The Horn Gallery and Colburn Hall may serve as temporary venue replacements for
theater groups, according to
Blank. Kane said they’re considering Weaver Cottage to
host their production for the
end of September.

Mac-and-cheese wedges make a comback at Peirce Pub
Peirce Pub will officially open as a late-night food and drink destination this weekend.
GABRIELLE HEALY
NEWS EDITOR

Prepare yourselves for the
return of Gambier’s finest delicacy: mac and cheese wedges.
Peirce Pub, a new late-night
food and drink establishment
in the basement of Peirce Dining Hall, opens this Friday. AVI,
College’s only food provider,
will operate the establishment.
The Pub will return to its
roots, as i decades past, the Pub
functioned in a similar way. It
will now serve food, soda and
alcoholic beverages, including
beer and several mixed drinks.
Pitchers of beer will not be
available, and drinks will only
be served one at a time. The
Pub’s hours of operation will
be Fridays and Saturdays from
7:30 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.
AVI’s liquor license limits
the Pub’s hours of operation
to 1:00 a.m, Director of Student Engagement Laura Kane
confirmed. The Gambier Grill,
which closed in March of 2016,

stayed open until 2:00 a.m.
There will be two stations
for checking student identification,
according
to
Student
Council. The
space
is
for
students
over
18
,and
AVI
staff will check IDs at the
door to see if students
meet this requirement.
There will be another
ID check at the bar to
see if students are over
21. Both K-Card and
state ID will be accepted. Similar to all-campus parties, AVI employees at the
Pub will mark hands at the
door to indicate if a person is
over or under 21.
If an underage student is
caught holding an alcoholic

YOOBIN HAN | COLLEGIAN

drink, that person will be asked
to leave. Campus Safety will
handle any disorderly students
or those caught with a fake ID
— previously, the Knox County

Sheriff’s Office handled similar
incidents at the Gambier
Grill.
The Pub will not deliver
to residence halls or apartments on campus
but take-out will
be available. Dining options will
include beef and
veggie burgers, chicken tenders,
fresh-cut
curly fries
and the mac and
cheese wedges of
Gambier Grill fame,
as well as other menu
options. AVI Resident Director Kim Novak confirmed that the
wedges will be the same as
the ones students enjoyed at the
Gambier Grill.
There will be an auxiliary
cord available to use for music
in the Pub. Novak said live entertainment may also be a possibility in the future.

“

This is not going to be the
Cove, which is good
for some reasons and
bad for others.”
Student Council President
Phillip Gray Clark ’17
AVI does not have plans to
operate the Pub on Wednesdays, a traditionally busy night
at the Cove, Student Council
President Phillip Gray Clark
’17 said. Opening the space on
Wednesdays will be considered
after this opening weekend.
”After talking with Kim and
just walking into the Pub, this
is not going to be the Cove,”
Clark said. “Which is good for
some reasons and bad for others.”
The Pub will remain open as
a place for students and community members to study, hold
meetings and hang out during
the week.
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Constructing Middle Path
to lay down the stretch of gravel
whose foundations remain.
At the time, Middle Path only
In 1842, Kenyon’s grounds extended from Old Kenyon to
were a mess. Piles of building the Gates of Hell. It was not unmaterials dotted the lawns. There til 1860 that President Gregory
was little, if any, landscaping. Burston Mattel extended the path
And, most noticeably, there was past the Gates, into Gambier and
no Middle Path.
all the way north to the Bexley
It wasn’t for lack of trying. Hall Seminary.
The College had made attempts
As Kenyon expanded, Middle
at beautifying the campus be- Path became harder to maintain.
fore, but “the
Back then, the
investigatpath was just
It just wasn’t
ing snouts
gravel
and
as golf courseof
roving
would graduswine” dug like back then. People
ally
widen
up any tree, thought it could do with
each year unbush
or
der the tramsome cleaning up.
flower before
pling feet of
it could take
hundreds of
root, accord- Tom Stamp, College Historian students, trafing to histofic that derian George Franklin Smythe in stroyed most of the surrounding
his 1924 book Kenyon College, Its lawn.
First Century.
“It didn’t look awful back then,
When Kenyon’s third presi- by any means,” College Histodent, David Bates Douglass, ar- rian and Keeper of Kenyoniana
rived on campus in 1841, he Thomas Stamp ’73 said. “It just
sought to put an end to the disor- wasn’t as golf course-like back
der. Douglass was the landscaper then. People thought it could do
of the famous Green-Wood Cem- with some cleaning up.”
etery in Brooklyn, N.Y., that was
That sentiment, combined
specifically designed to mirror with rumors that Middle Path
stately rural cemeteries — a land- would be paved to cut costs
scape not unlike that of the col- (Stamp insists plans were never
lege he would lead.
made, although contemporary
Soon after arriving on cam- Collegian articles suggest many
pus, Douglass cleared the debris believed the rumors), led more
and instituted rules for the fenc- than 600 students, faculty and
ing-in of livestock that had pre- community members to unite
viously roamed free on campus. for Kenyon’s first annual Middle
This reorganization allowed him Path Day on April 3, 1971.
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A Kenyon historian reflects on the Path’s past
and the community that used to shape it.

GRANT MINER
FEATURES EDITOR

“

Kenyon students and faculty laying stone in front of Farr on Middle Path Day April, 3 1971. | Courtesy
of Greenslade Special Collections

On that day, members of the
Kenyon community planted over
400 saplings, raked Middle Path,
cleaned up trash, cleared trails
and laid stones in front of Farr
Hall to create its patio space.
The community continued to
meet over the next decade to start
more projects that would make
Kenyon greener and cleaner. Notable additions during Middle
Path Day include laying the bricks
along the path downtown in 1972
and the planting of some 1,000
perennials along Middle Path in
a pattern designed by Columbusbased landscape architect Caro-

lyn Marsh.
By the late 1980s, attendance
at the annual spring cleaning
event had dropped significantly;
it faded into relative obscurity
after sporadic celebration during
the 1990s and early 2000s.
Despite increased publicity for
the event from the administration
in recent years, Middle Path Day
still struggles with attendance,
Stamp said. The annual day of
campus stewardship, which usually takes place in April, only
benefits from the efforts of a few
dozen attendees — most of them
faculty and village residents,

rather than students.
While Stamp believes students
can still take charge like they
used to, he says that process will
be inhibited by Kenyon’s bigger
groundskeeping staff and more
demanding student schedules.
When asked for final comment on whether any part of the
original Middle Path improvements resulted in reactions similar to those surrounding the latest
construction project, Stamp had
only this to say:
“Well, somebody probably
grumbled about something. It is
Gambier, after all.”

Sophomore’s D.I.Y. fishing flies captivate friends and fish alike
Angler Owen Ward ’19 supplements his passion for fishing by tackling an unusual hobby.
HANNAH LEE LEIDY
STAFF WRITER

Owen Ward ’19 has a hobby
that is hooking people’s attention.
Ward makes f lies, the colorful and extravagantly decorated hooks used for f ly fishing.
Among his Kenyon friends,
Ward’s craft is starting to become a catch.
Ward started f ly fishing
four years ago on a family trip
to Jackson Hole, Wyo. when
his parents surprised him and
his brother with a guided f ly
fishing trip. Fly fishing immediately captured their interest,
so much so that they ordered
their own rods before the trip
was over.
Ward began making his
own f lies after several years of
the sport. “It’s a lot more satisfying to actually catch something on something you’ve
made,” Ward said.
Ward taught himself how to
tie his own f lies with the help

of YouTube videos, friends,
teachers and plenty of practice. He sold the products to
fishing enthusiasts at his high
school, Brewster Academy in
New Hampshire, and at a convenience store near his family’s lake house in Vermont.
At Kenyon, Ward has 14
boxes of f ly-tying materials
in his room. He buys supplies
online, and materials include
feathers from roosters and
chickens and real or synthetic
furs; most of it is deer fur.
These diverse materials,
combined with the motions
of f ly fishing, allow Ward to
imitate a wider variety of food
sources, like aquatic insects
and small fish, instead of the
smaller, less appetizing insects
that skirt along the water’s
surface.
It takes Ward 15 to 25 minutes to tie the majority of his
f lies, which he uses for larger
fish like bass. He estimates
that he spends about four to
six hours making f lies each

Owen Ward ’19 makes fishing flies, a hobby he is passing onto his
friends. | Jess Kusher

week. Even so, Ward said he
still hasn’t mastered the art of
f ly-making.
“It was pretty rough in the

beginning,” Ward said. “You’d
be surprised how ugly the f lies
would be that the fish would
still take, so I wasn’t too dis-

heartened.”
While at school, Ward f ly
fishes in the Gambier area.
A maintenance worker told
him about a pond beyond the
wastewater treatment plant
near the Maintenance Facilities.
Ward now frequents the
spot for its wealth of fish. For
him, fishing is recreational,
and he throws back everything
he catches.
Some of Ward’s friends at
Kenyon now want to learn how
to make f lies. Late on Saturday
nights, he teaches them the
craft. His friends are taking
the bait: They want to learn f ly
fishing next.
“It’s been funny to watch
for me, but I know I started
from humble beginnings, too,”
Ward said.
Purchasing materials to
make f lies is pricier than buying premade ones, but Ward
doesn’t mind.
“I’ll be broke for happiness,
but that’s okay,” he said.
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Students take their talents off the Hill to spark global change
From Washington, D.C. to France, two juniors share their uncommon summer experiences.
LAUREN ELLER
FEATURES EDITOR

For two Kenyon juniors, this
summer included a lot more than
catching up on quality reading.
At a college with limited opportunities for real world experience during the year, students are
taking advantage of summer break
as a time to apply their studies to
career-oriented opportunities.
Katie Connell ’18, who is interested in immigration policy, volunteered for five weeks at a refugee camp in Calais, France with
an organization called L’Auberge
des Migrants. The camp is colloquially referred to as the “Jungle,”
because the area is lined with trees
and the word for tree in Pashto (an
Afghan language) sounds like the
English word for jungle, according
to Connell.
Connell was part of the welcome team: she greeted refugees,
who primarily came from Afghanistan and the Darfur region
in Sudan, and provided them with
blankets and a tent. The team also
helped refugees find a space to set
up their tent, which Connell explained was always a challenge —
with upwards of 7,000 people in
the camp, there was virtually no
space left.
Many refugees in the Jungle
spend the entirety of each day “going to chance,” Connell said. The
term refers to attempts to get to
the United Kingdom — either by
climbing onto a truck that would

be transported by ferry or onto a
moving Eurorail train that runs
beneath the English Channel.
“It’s just a lifestyle,” Connell
said. “You’d wake up, you’d go to
chance, you eat, you go back to
chance.”
She said it was gratifying to be
working with the members of the
camp. “What was really an honor
to be working in the Jungle every
day was that people are so generous and so multi-faceted and just
like want to know you,” Connell
said. “They would have me over
for chai and that was their way of
serving me.”
While Connell was abroad,
Catalina Odio ’18 spent her summer stateside, interning at the hub
of the nation’s capital: the White
House. She worked in the office of
Vice President Joe Biden as part of
his economic and domestic policy
team. Odio, who is considering a
career in government or litigation,
conducted research and handled
memo-writing on timely national
issues like gun violence.
Odio particularly enjoyed
a series in which White House
staff addressed the interns weekly. Speakers included President
Barack Obama, Vice President
Joe Biden, First Lady Michelle
Obama and Chief of Staff Denis
McDonough.
“It was strictly off the record, so
they were being really candid with
us, and we could all raise our hand
and talk to them,” Odio said.
One of Odio’s favorite mo-
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ments was hearing McDonough
speak about organization and delegation of work in a group, a skill
she hopes to bring back to her
work with the Bilingual College
Preparatory program for Latin
American students in Mount Vernon.
“He spoke a lot about how
he ran the office, and it was really cool to see how organizing a
group of people, getting things
done, even at the highest levels of
government — there’s a way to do
it that works,” she said. “And that
works whether you’re running a
student organization or whether
you’re running the country.”

Above and left, the refugee camp in Calais where Katie Connell
’18 volunteered; right, Catalina Odio ’18 at her desk in the White
House. | Courtesy of Katie Connell and Catalina Odio

Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

2

2

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

2

3

Inês Forjaz de Lacerda ’17

Kyla Spencer ’18

Jack Mullen ’19

Charlie Gnagy ‘20

Who wrote the national
anthem?

Francis Scott Key

A poet, I don’t know his
name.

It’s an Irish
drinking song.

Samuel L. Jackson

Francis Scott Key

How many years has Kenyon’s
water polo team been in
existence?

It doesn’t exist

We have a water polo
team?

Four years

One year

17

How many buildings on Kenyon’s
campus have the name Gund on
them?

Three - Gund
Commons, Gund
Residence Hall, Gund
Gallery

Three - Gund Gallery,
Gund Commons and
Gund Hall

Three

Three

Three

U.S.A. and Russia

U.S.A., China

U.S.A., UK

U.S.A., China

2

2

Name two of the three
Top three: U.S.A., Great
countries that received the most
Britain, China
medals in the 2016 Olympics.
Weekly Scores

2

3
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Left to right: The sound crew prepares to shoot a scene. Nico Raggi sets the camera. Students learn to use professional film equipment. | Courtesy of Jonathan Sherman

Students catch a glimpse behind the scenes

How a crew of film majors and professionals helped bring a professor’s vision to life
FRANCES SAUX
ARTS EDITOR

Subei Kyle ’17 has worked
with professional film crews
before. She spent the past
two summers as a production
assistant on the sets of the
television shows Wives with
Knives and Bar Rescue, where
she handled small jobs like
fetching coffee and painting
walls for the art department.
But her most hands-on experience on a film set so far
happened this August hin
Bambier, when Thomas S.
Turgeon Professor of Drama
Jonathan Tazewell and Associate Professor of Film Jonathan Sherman invited students back to campus to shoot
a short film with professional
crew members and equipment.
“I think it’s sometimes surprising, even for film majors,
how much care and specificity it takes to make a professional quality film,” Tazewell,
who wrote and starred in the
short — tentatively titled A
Little Insurance, said.
When Tazewell wrote the
script a year ago, he already
knew he wanted to film in
Gambier. He also knew he
wanted to star in the film
and that he wanted Professor
Sherman to direct it.
The decision to hire a student crew came later. Tazewell and Sherman noticed
that film students tended to
rush their projects, often neglecting to light their sets or

“

I think it’s sometimes surprising, even
for film majors, how much care and
specificity it takes to make a professional quality film.
Professor of Drama Jonathan Tazewell

leading teams that lacked organization. “We hadn’t modeled for them what a semiprofessional set should run
like, and how everyone has a
job, and what those jobs are,”
Sherman said.
The two professors had
collaborated with film majors
before; in 2012, they took a
group of students to Breezewood, Pa. to shoot their 2013
release, the eight-minutelong drama Breezewood.
Four years later, they had
a fresh opportunity for what
Sherman called a “hybrid” experience: one that combined a
product-oriented project with
a valuable teaching moment.
In July, Sherman sent an
email inviting film majors to
participate. One month later,
10 of them arrived on campus. Nico Raggi, a professional cinematographer, led a
two-day instructional workshop before the students took
over their jobs on the set.
“We really wanted to make
as good of a film as possible
that would have a life outside
the workshop,” Sherman said.
“In order to do that, we really
needed to push people.”
Challenges began immediately for the crew. On the first

day of filming, Kyle, working
as first assistant camera, had
to capture a difficult shot of
Tazewell. The camera had a
very shallow depth of field —
meaning it can only focus on
a very tiny area of the frame
at a time — and Tazewell was
walking, so Kyle had to continuously adjust the focus.
“We had to make sure he
was in focus the whole time,
but Nico didn’t want me looking at the monitor. Just by intuition,” Kyle said. “My hands
were sweating, it was terrifying. He just kind of assumed
that I would do it. And he
didn’t coddle me at all.”
Sherman
acknowledged
that Raggi had demanded a lot of Kyle, but he also
thought she rose to the challenge. “The whole quality of
the image depended on her
doing the job right,” Sherman
said. “And she had to perform.”

Acting The Part
A Little Insurance follows
a homeless man who shows
up at the house of two grown
siblings and claims to be their
father.
“It’s really the story of

whether they are willing to
accept him back into their
lives, and whether the father
deserves to be back in their
lives or not,” Tazewell said.
Tazewell planned to cast
his own son, Conor Tazewell ’15, in the film, and had
a specific actress in mind
for the part of the daughter.
When time came to shoot,
both were unavailable.
Tazewell eventually hired
Columbus-based actor Tony
West for the male part, but he
struggled to find an actress.
When Kyla Spencer ’18 responded to the email inviting
students to work on the set,
Tazewell offered her the role.
Spencer was his advisee, and
Tazewell had worked with her
before as an actress.
She eagerly accepted and
soon found herself on the
other side of the lens, playing
the daughter.
“I was really overwhelmed
at the beginning,” Spencer
said. “It was kind of nerveracking, acting with my advisor.”
Spencer’s
performance
complemented
Tazewell’s,
whose acting abilities impressed many of the students.
“He was crazy!” Austin Barrett ’18 said. “He could cry on
cue.”
Matthew Christopher ’17,
who worked closely with
Raggi as the second assistant
camera, saw the cinematographer brought to tears at the
height of the film’s emotional
scene.

“We get done with the first
cut, and Nico looks over at
me and he’s all teary-eyed,”
Christopher said. “He said,
‘Don’t laugh, don’t laugh.
This is why I make movies.
Because you can’t get this
kind of emotion in real life.’”

What’s Next?
A Little Insurance is now
in post-production. Tazewell
is editing the footage himself,
and members of the student
crew will have a chance to
take part in that process, too.
The two professors will
submit the film to festivals
across the globe — first,
though, they plan to screen it
on Kenyon’s campus, perhaps
as early as February.
The film has already made
an impact on campus: Like
Tazewell and Sherman hoped,
the students who worked on
the project have taken the
learning experience to heart.
Kyle and Christopher are
preparing for their senior
thesis films this year. “It gave
me a realistic perspective on
how labor-intensive it is, how
it will be if I put as much effort into my project as [Tazewell] and [Sherman] put into
theirs,” Kyle said.
Barrett, now a junior, is
thinking ahead. “This helped
me understand how a very
well-organized,
well-oiled
machine kind of works,” he
said. “I could kind of see what
problems we still had and
how to overcome them.”
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Gund Gallery lends student dorm rooms an artistic touch
DEVON MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON
ARTS EDITOR

Gund Gallery is moving into the
dorms of a few lucky Kenyon students.
Forty-nine students were selected
Tuesday in a drawing to claim a work
of art from the Gund Gallery’s collection for their dorm.
The gallery’s semester-long art
loan program, hosted by Gund Gallery Collections Manager and Registrar Robin Goodman, is back for a
second round. The program has expanded since it began last semester,
with an extra 15 works available for
loan — resulting in a total of 49 — and
a turnout that grew from 104 entries
to 178 entries.
“The idea is that the art loan program is going to keep growing,”
Goodman said. “Now people know
what we are trying to do, so they are
really behind it.” Goodman believes
word-of-mouth has been a big factor
in the expansion of the program following its success last semester.
Emma Conover-Crockett’s ’17
name was drawn first for the program
last semester, and she chose “Continuance,” a watercolor on paper by Karen
Moss, for installation in her Old Kenyon dorm room.
“I think it’s a really great opportunity for students to be able to have really neat pieces of art in their rooms,”
Conover-Crockett said. “It’s great for
the Kenyon community because it
gives students an opportunity to connect with the gallery in a really direct

and personal way.”
Students are encouraged to enter
the drawing each semester they are on
campus. Conover-Crockett submitted an entry for this semester, but her
name was not drawn.
The chosen students gathered
Tuesday in Gund Gallery to select
pieces in the order their names were
drawn from the raffle.
Among those students was Maddie Stover ’20, a Collegian copy editor,
who was number 36 in line. “It was
easier to pick a piece, I think, because
my number was closer to the end,”
Stover said. “It was really nice to be
able to pick something out and have
someone in there to help you.”
In the next few days, Gund Gallery
associates will come to her Norton
Hall room and install “August,” an oil

pastel by Mary Anderson Armstrong.
The associates professionally install the already-framed art in a process that takes 30 minutes to an hour.
Chosen students will receive a
notebook for them to write down
their ideas about the artwork as the
semester progresses. The notebooks
will be passed on from student to student as the program continues.
Not all the program’s participants
are students. Assistant Professor of
English Patricia Vigderman is incorporating the art loan program into
her creative writing workshop’s syllabus. For the course’s first assignment,
she is asking students to pair off, discuss which Gund Gallery piece they
would choose if they were roommates
and then write about the experience.
“It just seemed obvious,” Vigder-

Standing up against censorship

Left to right: A student in Professor Patricia Vigderman’s creative writing class visits the exhibition. Pieces on display in Gund
Gallery’s Meier-Draudt Curatorial classroom. | Photos by Devon
Musgrave-Johnson

man said. “The relationship we have
with art is like the relationship we
have with another person. It teaches
us about ourselves, about the world,
and how to think in an aesthetic way.”
Shayne Wagner ’18, a Gund Gallery Associate, is excited that an art
loan program similar to those at
Oberlin College and Harvard Univer-

sity is taking off at Kenyon.
“Everyone’s first reaction is ‘that’s
dumb, it’s going to get wrecked,’ but
there’s a long tradition of universities and colleges doing programs like
this,” Wagner said. “The whole point
is to make art more approachable for
students and take it off of the scary
white walls.”

Junior Charlotte Lee reflects on the
importance of artistic freedom.

ANNA LIBERTIN
STAFF WRITER

Bravin, opened and ran BravinLee Programs, an art gallery in
Gracie Holtzclaw made national the Chelsea neighborhood of New
news in 2014 when her South Car- York City.
olina high school banned a selfLee grew up around their gallery
portrait that addressed themes of exhibitions and public art showsexual assault from the school’s art ings. “They never censored what I
show. When
saw,” Lee said
Charlotte Lee
of her parents.
This was art.
’18, then-di“There
was
Art doesn’t
rector of the
nothing like,
Teen Art Gal- have any restrictions.
‘Oh,
Charlery (T.A.G.),
lotte can’t see
heard the sto- Charlotte Lee ’18
that, she’s too
ry, she reacted
young.’ This
immediately.
was art. Art
“I just reached out to her and doesn’t have any restrictions.”
was like, ‘Can we exhibit your piece
With that in mind, Lee conif your school isn’t?’” Lee said.
tacted Aubrey Banks, who founded
With a team of 11 other teen- T.A.G. in 2011. Lee wanted to help
agers, Lee spent her senior year of facilitate a stage where young arthigh school directing T.A.G., an or- ists could gain recognition in the
ganization that, according to their same way high school athletes or
website, aims to “create opportuni- actors could.
ties for young people to share their
“Actors have the stage and the
art with wider audiences.”
audience, and athletes had the
During that time, the gallery stands, and artists kind of sat quigrew from a stage for young artists etly and painted and it was kind
to a platform for high schoolers to of this unnoticed talent,” Lee said.
express deeply personal experienc- “There wasn’t, at the time, that we
es that their schools’ art programs know of, an organization that gave
censored.
teen artists a chance to exhibit
Lee was raised with a vocabu- their work.”
lary for art and a respect for freeAs a high school senior, Lee put
dom of artistic expression. Her on five shows in New York City
parents, John Lee and Karin galleries and open spaces, in which

“

Charlotte Lee ’18 with pieces for T.A.G., an organization she helped run. | Courtesy of Charlotte Lee

she featured submissions from
teens across the world. At the end
of that year, T.A.G. made her director of the organization.
“It ended up being really rewarding because people would
sometimes visit from wherever
they were from and bring their
families,” Lee said. “Before this
gallery, there was no way for young
artists to have that kind of voice.”

Since she and other members
of the T.A.G. team graduated from
high school, the gallery’s shows
have been stalled.
Lee, however, remains active
in the Kenyon art scene. As an art
history major and studio art minor, she is spending this semester
abroad in Rome with the Kenyon
art department. On campus, she
is a Gund Gallery Associate; she

was part of the curatorial team for
Color II, a Gund Gallery exhibit
that was on display in the summer of 2015, and she participates in
the gallery’s education and events
team.
Still, Lee hopes to use T.A.G. as
inspiration for her future career.
“Why is art censored to begin
with?” Lee said, with frustration. “I
don’t understand.”
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HAVE OPINIONS?
Do you have thoughts about the
changes to the Village Record?
What do you think about the opening of Peirce Pub?
How do you feel about the ongoing construction on campus?
The Collegian is looking for new
voices — from one-off pieces to
weekly commentators. Anyone
can submit a piece to Opinions!
For more information, please
contact the Opinions Editors:
Tobias Baumann
baumannt@kenyon.edu
Maya Lowenstein
lowensteinm@kenyon.edu
ANDREA LINDQUIST | collegian

On incompletes and completion
A recent graduate describes her varied experiences obtaining academic incompletes.
Eileen Cartter
Contributor

My appendix ruptured
sometime during the finals
week of my senior year at Kenyon. When, exactly, I’m not
quite sure — and that worried
me then and worries me still.
How could I have missed my
own appendix bursting? I did
know I was at Knox Community Hospital that Thursday
with two finals — one exam,
one response paper — and one
commencement ceremony left
to go.
I contacted my professors,
who then, along with a College
nurse practitioner, contacted
the dean of academic advising
and support about procuring
me an academic incomplete
— “a postponement of the
deadline for completion of a
course” granted “only in cases
of extreme hardship,” according to the Kenyon website —
for those two courses. Swiftly
and with understanding, the
dean granted the request. Just
a few emails, sent and received
from my hospital bed. Relief,
relief, relief.
This was the third round of
academic incompletes I needed during my college career.
My first incomplete came at
the end of my freshman year at
McGill University in Montre-

“

When you’re sitting in a hospital bed
awaiting surgery, professors and administrators tend to believe you when
you say something’s up.

al before I transferred to Kenyon; the second, during the
spring semester of my junior
year here. The first two incompletes came in light of two
particularly crippling bouts of
depression and anxiety, and
they were infinitely harder to
obtain than this appendicitisinduced third.
The second incomplete lasted several weeks into the end
of May after I left Gambier
and went back to my hometown, where I snuck into the
library at a nearby small liberal arts college to find the
books I needed to work on my
paper. After communicating
with incredibly gracious professors about my mental health
throughout the semester, the
dean narrowly granted me an
incomplete. It was grueling
and miserable and lonely, but I
got the paper done within the
dean’s timeframe.
But my first incomplete
had been even worse. I had returned home from McGill, so
relieved to be leaving a school
that exacerbated my depression and heading to a school
that would hopefully help re-

lieve it. Though I had already
been accepted as a transfer
student to Kenyon, I agonized
over writing one final paper
while dealing with my own
brain and heart. I sent a long
email to the Kenyon Office of
Admissions hoping they — the
school I knew had a tighter,
more empathetic community
than the one I was transferring from — would understand. I desperately tried to
explain my depression and
anxiety, and how I did not
think I could get this assignment done (an assignment for
a course I had easily obtained
an academic incomplete for at
McGill). I knew I had a good
enough grade that I would not
fail the class if I didn’t do this
paper and I knew I needed to
leave McGill behind to begin
to heal.
A day later, I spoke on the
phone with the director of admissions at the time. I sobbed
in my dining room while they
told me that Kenyon was surprised I had not contacted
them sooner, and that Kenyon expected me to maintain
my academic standing. After-

wards, in a follow-up email:
“The worse case scenario
would be to rescind our offer
of admission given the huge
drop in your academic performance.” They suggested I
return to McGill and try reapplying in the fall.
In a weird way, I felt so relieved that this time my appendicitis — which Kenyon’s
Health and Counseling Center initially misdiagnosed as a
UTI, though that’s a story for
another time — was such an
obvious ailment. Of course I
would need extra time to complete my assignments; I was
sitting in the hospital. I could
only eat red Jell-O with Cool
Whip for two days.
I was not where I’d normally be during finals time: sitting
in a cubby on the third f loor of
Chalmers, my mind anxietynumb as I sat for hours unable
to focus on my assignments. I
was not desperately emailing
professors as midnight deadlines neared to say I was sorry,
I understood their late policy outlined in the syllabus, I
would be not be handing in
my essay by the due date but
hoped to get it to them as soon
as I could. This time, I had
others with more authority on
my side. When you’re sitting
in a hospital bed awaiting surgery, professors and administrators tend to believe you

when you say something’s up.
It’s when your symptoms are
harder to see that people tend
to be more skeptical.
By the time my appendix
burst during my last finals at
Kenyon, I had made countless
friends, learned exceptional
things from exceptional educators, joined campus groups I
cared about fiercely, completed two comps and was finally
the happiest I had been since I
could remember. Things were
good, although my gut was
not.
As I walked across the stage
at my graduation one week later and one organ fewer, I was
grateful I had been granted
those three incompletes, but a
little disturbed by how strange
the last one felt.
Like many other schools,
Kenyon finds it so much easier
to diagnose, understand and
empathize with physical illnesses, questioning the legitimacy of mental illnesses that
impact students just as widely.
I understand that depression is hard to “prove,” but
Kenyon should take students’
word — and brains and hearts
— more seriously than it does
now.
Eileen Cartter ’16 is from
West Hartford, Conn. Contact
her at eileen.cartter@gmail.
com.
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Moving in brings fear and freedom in equal measure

A sophomore looks back on her emotional transition into college life on the Hill.
a tree. Later that day, I got a
voicemail from my dad reassuring me I was absolutely caLeaving home for college is pable of doing this. That was
undeniably daunting. A year true for me, and it is also true
ago, I was certainly excited for all of you.
about the prospect of college,
You are all ready. Last year,
but actually getting there was you were the eldest at your
daunting, especially taking school, on top of the world
into account
and graduthe
speed
ating with
at
which
accolades
College is not
my
parents
and a dilithe best four
dropped me
gent work
off. We got years of your life, but
ethic. That
to
campus, perhaps it will be the
is all still
brought my best four years of your
there. The
possessions
wisdom
life thus far. Do what
into my dorm,
and conyou wish, as no one can fidence
partially
made the bed tell you not to anymore. you
acand then they
quired are
were off.
not f leeting, your environPrior to leaving, my dad ment and context have just
took a photo of me. In the pho- changed. Should this transito, which he instagrammed, tion be daunting and scary?
I point uncomfortably at a Of course. Bask in this. Allow
parking sign. My face is bright yourself this freedom and aured and there are tears in my tonomy.
eyes.
One morning you will wake
I watched the car drive up, and this campus will be faaway. Mom’s dainty hand lin- miliar and college won’t seem
gered out the window, wav- like something you’ve been
ing in my direction. Tears ran acting out, like playing house.
down my face. I hid behind Your vernacular and referEVE BROMBERG
OPINIONS ASSISTANT

“

First-year students move their belongings into Mather Residence Hall on Sat. Aug 20. | Stephanie
Fongheiser

ences will become those of the
Kenyon community, and you
will have become a professional college student.
College is not the best four
years of your life, but perhaps
it will be the best four years of
your life thus far. Do what you
wish, as no one can tell you

not to anymore. If you find
someone trying to, ignore
them. But, that being said,
call your parents from time to
time. They want to hear from
you.
Allow me to offer some
sage advice from my middle
school history teacher: “Have

fun, study esoteric things and,
oh, yeah, stay in touch.” And
if all else fails, you can always
take refuge behind a tree.
Eve Bromberg ’19 is undeclared from Brooklyn, N.Y.
Contact her at bromberge@kenyon.edu.

Construction continues to cause campus-wide confusion

Delayed projects for Middle Path and Black Box are detrimental to campus life.
TOBIAS BAUMANN
OPINIONS EDITOR

It is another picturesque
morning on North Campus,
and I wake up to the sound
of the construction currently
taking place roughly 15 feet
from my bedroom. By edict
of the Master Plan, the new,
Gund-approved Black Box is
currently under construction
in extremely close proximity
to my apartment. By my appraisal, it does not seem like
it will be completed by its
original September estimate.

Fortunately it’s not a huge inconvenience for me (I’m easily
able to roll over and fall back
asleep), but it is a constant reminder of the way the multiple construction projects on
campus impact student life.
Right now, there are two
main construction zones on
campus, the aforementioned
Black Box site and the extensive renovations to the downtown section of Middle Path,
which includes the construction site of the new Village
Market. The Middle Path
renovations, originally slat-

ed for completion by the end
of summer break, are by far
more disruptive for the general student body. If you have
tried to walk somewhere on
campus in the last two weeks,
you probably understand the
inconvenience, especially if
you use a bicycle or a wheelchair or are a first year who
may not be entirely sure how
to get where you need to go.
Obviously
construction
needs to take place at some
point, and the Master Plan is
a done deal, but the administration needs to consider how

Middle Path is one of the several projects that were not completed by the start of Kenyon’s academic
year. | Stephanie Fonghesier

project deadlines could im- ment buildings to be erected
pact student life. Middle Path on their respective sites.
construction at the beginning
I am concerned with these
of the school
projects,
year is espeespecialcially diffily the liThe Master
cult for new
brary. The
Plan should be well-being
arrivals, and
the absence making Kenyon better
of the stuof the Black for the community, not
dent body
Box (with no for the photographs in
is not betemporary
ing highan admissions brochure. ly priorireplacement)
is
troubletized. As of
some for stunow, there
dent drama groups that now is little other than speculahave significantly fewer op- tion about how library staff
tions for rehearsal and per- will function in the absence
formance space. I understand of a main building. And givthat the delays, such as wait- en the uncertainty the plans
ing on a demolition permit for for Middle Path, the Marthe old Black Box and storm ket and the Black Box, I fear
drain renovations for Middle that logistics will fall through
Path, were largely out of the and the student body will be
College’s hands. But given the hung out to dry. The Master
initial completion date esti- Plan should be making Kenmates, it seems like the pos- yon better for the community,
sibility of delays was not suf- not for the photographs in an
ficiently accounted for, and admissions brochure. This
students are now paying the drastic reshaping, if it must
price.
be done, needs to be done
Many even larger-scale with community welfare kept
projects loom on the hori- firmly in mind.
zon: Construction on the former site of the Cove will ocTobias Baumann ’19 is a
cur soon, and Farr Hall and religious studies major from
Olin and Chalmers Library Mount Vernon, Ohio. Contact
are projected to be torn down him at baumannt@kenyon.
in the next year, with replace- edu.

“
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SPORTS

How to go clubbing on the Hill
CAMERON MESSINIDES
SPORTS EDITOR

Varsity sports are only one
slice of athletic life at Kenyon — club sports offer students everything from fitness
to friendship to animal companions. Take it from some of
their members: These clubs
are for everyone, and they
can make for some of the best
times you’ll find on the Hill.

Fall season opens with
four home events today
CAMERON MESSINIDES | SPORTS EDITOR

Soccer and field hockey look to add to their trophy cases, cross country
aims to break last year’s personal records, volleyball sets its sights on a return
to the playoffs and football ramps up for a bounce-back season. Come to these
home matches in the upcoming weeks to kick off an exciting fall season.

TODAY

1

Women’s Ultimate Frisbee
“I always tell people that frisbee is the one sport anyone
can play. All you need is a
piece of plastic.”
- Audrey Neubauer ’19

Women’s soccer home opener vs. Ohio
Northern University / 5:00 p.m. — Mavec
Field
Cross country hosts the Kenyon Tri-Meet /
6:00 p.m.
Field hockey home opener vs. Transylvania
University / 6:00 p.m. — McBride Field
Volleyball home opener vs. Capital
University / 6:00 p.m. — Tomsich Arena

Equestrian Team
“It gets you off campus, and
the club is about as low-key
as it gets. And you get to pet
animals.”
- Brooke Kohn ’18
Fencing Club
“No experience required.
This is really a chance to try
something out of a college
student’s price range, but on a
college budget. And it’s fun.”
- Devon Chodzin ’19
Squash
“I’m a tall, lanky string bean,
so a lot of other sports like
rugby weren’t quite on the horizon. Squash, though, is for
everybody. No matter your
body type, no matter who you
are, no matter your athletic ability, you have a chance
to go out onto the court and
have a great time with great
people.”
- Wyatt Cole ’19
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SAT.

3

Football home opener vs. Sewanee: The
University of the South / 12:00 p.m. — McBride Field

SAT.

Women’s soccer vs. Salisbury University /
12:00 p.m. — Mavec Field

10
SUN.

11
TUES.

13
Clockwise: Wyatt Cole ’19 plays on the squash court; Katherine
Connolly ’17 poses with a horse for the Kenyon Equestrian Team;
Audrey Neubauer ’19 leaps over her opponent to catch a pass
| Clockwise: Photo by Jess Kusher ’19; courtesy of the Kenyon
Equestrian Team; courtesy of Audrey Neubauer

WED.

14

Football conference opener vs. Oberlin
College / 1:00 p.m. — McBride Field

Women’s soccer vs. Carleton College /
12:00 p.m. — Mavec Field

Field hockey vs. Oberlin College / 4:30
p.m. — McBride Field

Men’s soccer home opener vs. Muskingum
University / 5:00 p.m. — Mavec Field

Lords, Ladies soccer gear up for 2016 with eyes on the prize

After last season’s postseason runs, experienced squads return with championship in mind.

PETER DOLA
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s and men’s
soccer teams kick off their seasons
with high hopes: to improve on
their successful 2015 seasons, which
racked up double-digit wins for both.
Last fall, the women put up an
impressive 11-win regular season,
though a postseason defeat to rival
Denison University ended the Ladies’ hope of a North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) title. Coming
into the season, the Ladies are facing the loss of six seniors, three of
whom were starters, including two
captains. The seniors’ graduation,
however, leaves room for the rest of
the team to step up their game.
“I am truly excited for the depth
that this team provides,” Head
Coach Kelly Bryan said. “We have
many sophomores and juniors who
are ready to step up and compete for

these starting positions.”
The team includes 12 incoming
first years who will add to the competition on the field.
One of the toughest voids to fill
will be that of goalkeeper Alissa
Poolpol ’16, who earned a spot in the
record books by racking up 17 shutouts in her career, the third most in
Kenyon women’s soccer history. Her
potential replacements, either Maria
Paparella ’20 or Jillian Countey ’20,
have not yet played on the collegiate
level, but the team is excited about
their abilities. To help transition
whichever keeper wins the starting
position, the Ladies plan to start veterans on defense, such as Campbell
Fee ’18.
The team should also have confidence in its goal-scoring abilities
with the return of the 2015 season’s
leading scorers, Maggie Smith ’17
and Gillian Blackwell ’18. Smith
and Blackwell scored a combined 15

goals for the Ladies last season.
Bryan is also excited about the
Ladies’ leadership skills. Smith, who
led the team with nine scored goals
scored as a captain last year, is expected to play a big part in the team’s
success in the upcoming season.
The Ladies will begin their season by trying to avenge last season’s
opening 1-0 loss to Ohio Northern
University. The Polar Bears come to
Mavec field today at 5 p.m.
The men’s soccer team aims to
build on a successful year that included 19 wins, two NCAC titles
(regular season and tournament)
and an Elite Eight appearance in the
NCAA tournament. Led by forward
Tony Amolo ’17, who found the back
of the net 18 times in 2015, and keeper Sam Clougher ’17, who racked up
11 shutouts in 2015, Kenyon is poised
for another run at the NCAA title.
The Lords only lost one player
from last year’s squad: midfielder

Jeremiah Barnes ’16. Barnes scored
two game-winning goals late in the
season against Wabash College to secure the regular season NCAC title
and against Ohio Wesleyan University to win the NCAC tournament
championship. This type of production will be difficult for the Lords to
replace.
The Lords enter this season with
experience in all positions on the
field, bringing back 13 players who
started a combined 233 games last
season. The team’s collective experience should boost confidence and
come in handy down the line.
“Experience is key,” Amolo said.
“We have seven seniors who will lead
the team this year. Their knowledge
and experience will definitely win
games for us.”
The team also has seven new
faces, who should add to the Lords’
competitiveness and depth. “I believe when the opportunity comes,

they have the ability to help the team.
You never can tell what could happen during the season,” Amolo said.
“It is an advantage to have quality
players ready to step up.”
Up top, Kenyon looks to continue
their goal-scoring trend after putting
away 56 goals in the 2015 season.
The team has an ample number of
goal scorers in Amolo, Jordan Glassman ’17 and Woo Jeon ’18, who are
primed to add more goals to their
resume.
Alongside Clougher, the Lords
will bring back last season’s experienced defense: David Resnekov ’17,
Bret Lowry ’19 and Billy O’Neill ’18.
All three contributed to a stalwart
2015 season, with 11 shutouts and
only 15 goals allowed in 22 games.
The Lords will begin their quest
for a repeat NCAC title and an
NCAA national championship today at 3:30 p.m. against Otterbein
University.
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JILLIAN COUNTEY

Women’s Soccer Goalkeeper
New York
Rudolf Steiner School
Countey was the starting goalkeeper for the Manhattan
Kickers club travel team, which finished as a finalist in
the New York State Cup. She also received the Scholar
Athlete Award at Rudolf Steiner for maintaining a GPA
over 3.7 while playing a varsity sport.

THOMAS MERKLE
Football Quarterback
York, Pa.
York Suburban High School
Merkle was the starting quarterback for York Suburban
varsity football since his sophomore year. Last season,
he threw 26 touchdowns, set an all-time county record
for career passing yards and led York Suburban to the
playoffs for the first time since 2009.

HANNAH SKLAR

Field Hockey Forward
Oak Park, Ill.
Oak Park and River Forest High School
Sklar led Oak Park and River Forest varsity field hockey
to an 18-4 record in her senior year and received Illinois All-State recognition.

SAMMY RUSSELL
Field Hockey
Midfield, Defense
Great Falls, Va.
Langley High School
In her senior year, Russell helped the Langley varsity
field hockey team achieve an 11-6 record and finish
in the Liberty Conference Semi-Finals after the team
ended the previous two seasons at or below .500.

MAX TAYLOR

Men’s Soccer Midfield
Chicago
Saint Ignatius College Prep
Taylor contributed to a 14-6-3 record in his senior year
at Saint Ignatius and was selected three times as Saint
Ignatius Soccer Player of the Game.

Meet the
Recruits
CAMERON MESSINIDES | SPORTS EDITOR

Photos by Cameron Messinides

Hometown records, academic awards and all-state recognition — Kenyon’s newest class of athletes brings a long list
of achievements to the Hill. This time of year always entails
transitions, and the shift from high school to collegiate-level sports is no exception. Many of these athletes will make
their Kenyon debuts today, and their first games will present
them with challenges, lessons and rewards just as conditioning and preseason already have.
Some first-year athletes come to Kenyon with huge shoes
to fill. Thomas Merkle ’20, a quarterback from York, Pa.,
knew the jump to Division-III football would be challenging. Due to a season-ending injury suffered by quarterback
Sam Appel ’18 in preseason, Merkle now holds the starting
slot at the head of an offensive unit with many upperclassmen and plenty of motivation after last season’s 2-8 record.
Merkle replaces Jake Bates ’16, who started for the Lords for
three years and threw 29 touchdowns over his career.
Merkle is approaching the challenge with confidence and
is acknowledging the pressure with an impressive sense of
calm. “I’m looking to play for these older guys,” he said. “I’m
excited for the opportunity. I’m going to be looking to them
for support, and I’m making sure they know I have their
backs.”
First years will also play a big role on the women’s soccer
team. The only two keepers on the roster are first years Jillian Countey and Maria Paparella. Countey found communicating with upperclassman teammates a challenge, but one
that is not without a reward.
“Most of my defensive line is upperclassmen, and they
have really responded to me being this new voice,” Countey
said.
In contrast to the women’s team, the Lords soccer team
has added only seven first years this season; midfielder Jeremiah Barnes ’16 was the only player to graduate from the
team, which reached the NCAA Elite Eight last year. Max
Taylor ’20 found joining such an experienced squad both
“exciting and motivational,” he said. Some of that motivation came from glimpsing the team’s success last season:
Taylor visited Kenyon on the day the Lords won the North
Coast Athletic Conference championship.
“After watching that game, I knew this is where I wanted
to go,” he said.
With a little bit of luck and a lot of practice, the recruits in
the class of 2020 may match their high school achievements
with just as many medals, titles, records and selections —
this time with “Kenyon College” next to their names.

